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COHESION 
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It is the responsibility of the writer in 
English to make it clear to the reader 
how various parts of the paragraph 
are connected. These connections 
can be made explicit grammatically 
and lexically by the use of different 
reference words.  Every text has a 
structure. It is not just a random 

collection of sentences.  
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The parts that make up the text are 
related in a meaningful way to each 

other.  In order to make these 
relationships in the text clear, it is 

necessary to show how the 
sentences are related.  
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Words like "it", "this", "that", 
"here", "there" etc. refer to 
other parts of the text. You 
need to understand how to 

use these connections or links. 
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There are four main types of 
links used in academic texts: 

reference, ellipsis and 
substitution, conjunction and 

lexical cohesion 
(Halliday and Hasan, 1976). 
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1) 
REFERENCE 
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Certain items of language 
in English have the 

property of reference. 
That is, they refer to 

something else for their 
meaning. 



8 

The scientific study of memory began in the early 1870s 
when a German philosopher, Hermann Ebbinghaus, came 

up with the revolutionary idea that memory could be 
studied experimentally. In doing so he broke away from a 
2000-year-old tradition that firmly assigned the study of 

memory to the philosopher rather than to the scientist. He 
argued that the philosophers had come up with a wide 
range of possible interpretations of memory but had 
produced no way of deciding which amongst these 

theories offered the best explanation of memory. He 
aimed to collect objective experimental evidence of the 

way in which memory worked in the hope that this would 
allow him to choose between the various theories. 
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These theories all stem from some 
underlying assumptions about people. To 

a large extent unproven, they tend to 
represent the dominant mood or climate 

of opinion at that time. Schein has 

classified them as follows, and it is 
interesting to note that the categories 
follow each other in a sort of historical 

procession, starting from the time of the 
industrial revolution. 
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Other words used to 
create cohesion through 

pronominal reference are 
"he", " him", "it", "this", 
"that", "these", "those", 

"here", "there" etc. 
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2) SUBSTITUTION 
and ELLIPSIS 
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Substitution is the 
replacement of one item by 

another and ellipsis is the 
omission of the item. If writers 

wish to avoid repeating a 
word, they can use 

substitution or ellipsis. 
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The scientific study of memory began in the early 1870s 
when a German philosopher, Hermann Ebbinghaus, came 

up with the revolutionary idea that memory could be 
studied experimentally. In doing so he broke away 

from a 2000-year-old tradition that firmly assigned the 
study of memory to the philosopher rather than to the 
scientist. He argued that the philosophers had come up 
with a wide range of possible interpretations of memory 

but had produced no way of deciding which amongst these 
theories offered the best explanation of memory. He 

aimed to collect objective experimental evidence of the 
way in which memory worked in the hope that this would 

allow him to choose between the various theories. 
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In the above example, "so" 
means "studying memory 

experimentally". The writer has 
substituted "studying memory 

experimentally" with "so". Other 
words that can be used are 

"one", "ones", "do", "so", "not“. 
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This conflict between tariff reformers and free traders 
was to lead to the "agreement to differ" convention in 
January 1932, and the resignation of the Liberals from 

the government in September 1932; but, until they 
resigned, the National Government was a genuine 

coalition in the sense in which that term is used on the 

continent: a government comprising independent 
yet conflicting elements allied together, a 

government within which party conflict was not 
superseded but rather contained - in short, a power-

sharing government, albeit a seriously unbalanced 

one. 
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Ellipsis is substitution by 
zero. 
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Some of the water which falls 
as rain flows on the surface as 

streams. Another part is 

evaporated. The remainder 
sinks into the ground and is 

known as ground water. 
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"Another part" means 
"Another part of the water" 
and "The remainder" means 

"The remainder of the water". 
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Similarly, look at the following 
example: 

 

The 74 species of African 
antelope share certain basic 

features: all are exclusively 
vegetarian and bear one large and 

precocious calf each year.  
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The number of different words relating to 
'camel' is said to be about six thousand. 

There are terms to refer to riding camels, 
milk camels and slaughter camels; other 

terms to indicate the pedigree and 
geographical origin of the camel; and still 

others to differentiate camels in different 
stages of pregnancy and to specify in-

numerable other characteristics important 
to a people so dependent upon camels in 

their daily life. 
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There were, broadly, two 
interrelated reasons for this, 
the first relating to Britain's 

economic and Imperial 
difficulties, the second to the 
internal dissension in all three 

parties.  
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3) 
CONJUNCTION 



23 

Conjunction shows 
meaningful relationships 

between clauses. It 
shows how what follows 
is connected to what has 

gone before.  
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In other words, conjunction 
acts as a cohesive tie between 
clauses or sections of text in 

such a way as to demonstrate 
a meaningful pattern 

between them. 
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The whole Cabinet agreed that there 
should be a cut in the amount that the 

unemployed were receiving; where 
they disagreed was in whether this 
should include a cut in the standard 

rate of benefit. The opposition parties, 

however, were unwilling to accept 
any programme of economies which 
did not involve a cut in the standard 

rate of benefit.  
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The word "however" shows 
that this statement is opposite 

to the ideas that have come 
before. Other words used are 

"for example", "as a 
consequence of this", "firstly", 

" furthermore", "in spite of 
this", etc. 
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Conjunction acts as a semantic 
cohesive tie within texts in four 

categories: 
 

- additive conjunction (and, 
also, too, furthermore, 

additionally); 
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-adversative conjunction (yet, 
though, only, but, in fact, rather); 

 
 - causal conjunction (so, then, for 

this reason, as a result, in this 
respect); 
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- temporal conjunction (then, 
next, after that, until then, at 

this point). 
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4) 
LEXICAL COHESION 
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This is a way of achieving a 
cohesive effect by the use of 
particular vocabulary items. 

You can refer to the same idea 
by using the same or different 

words.  
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Patients who repeatedly take overdoses pose 
considerable management difficulties. The 
problem-orientated approach is not usually 

effective with such patients. When a patient 
seems to be developing a pattern of chronic 

repeats, it is recommended that all staff engaged 
in his or her care meet to reconstruct each 

attempt in order to determine whether there 
appears to be a motive common to each act. 
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This first example illustrates an 
impulsive overdose taken by a 
woman who had experienced a 

recent loss and had been unable to 
discuss her problems with her 

family. During the relatively short 
treatment, the therapist helped 

the patient to begin discussing her 
feelings with her family.  
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In each of these cases the basic problem is the 
same: a will has been made, and in it a debtor is left 

a legacy of liberatio from what he owes the 
testator. The question is, if he has subsequently 

borrowed more from the testator, up to what point 
he has been released from his debts. It is best to 

begin with the second case. Here there is a 
straightforward legacy to the debtor of a sum of 
money and also of the amount of his debt to the 

testator. This is followed by a clause in which there 
is a general damnatio and also a general trust that 

the legacies in the will be paid.  
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When we look closely at a human face we are aware of many 
expressive details - the lines of the forehead, the wideness of 

the eyes, the curve of the lips, the jut of the chin. These 
elements combine to present us with a total facial expression 

which we use to interpret the mood of our companion. But 
we all know that people can 'put on a happy face' or 

deliberately adopt a sad face without feeling either happy or 
sad. Faces can lie, and sometimes can lie so well that it 

becomes hard to read the true emotions of their owners. But 
there is at least one facial signal that cannot easily be 'put 

on'. It is a small signal, and rather a subtle one, but because it 
tells the truth it is of special interest. It comes from the pupils 
and has to do with their size in relation to the amount of light 

that is falling upon them. 
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Lexical cohesion provides TEXTURE 
to a text, thanks to the use of words 

with related meanings. 
Therefore, texture is created within 
texts when there are properties of 

coherence and cohesion, outside of 
the apparent grammatical structure 

of a text. 
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Differently from the other 
types of cohesive devices, 
lexical connections are not 

explicitly marked in the text, 
but supplied by each reader’s 

background knowledge. 
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This means that lexical 
cohesion differs from the 
other cohesive elements 

in that 
it is non-grammatical. 
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Lexical cohesion can be found in 
such relations as  "repetitions", 

"synonyms" and "near 
synonyms", "collocations", 

"super/sub-ordinate 
relationships" (e.g. fruit/apple, 

animal/cat) etc. 
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REPETITION, which involves 
the reiteration of a lexical item, 

is the simplest form of lexical 
cohesion: 

 
- The child ate a red apple. The 

apple was ripe. 
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SYNONYMY involves the use of 
lexical items which are in some 
sense semantically equivalent: 

 
- He was startled by a noise from 
behind him. It was the noise of 

trotting horses. […]. The sound of 
the cavalry grew rapidly nearer. 
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In the analysis of synonymy, we 
have to include ANTONYMY 

too, where a cohesive semantic 
link is established between 

lexical items of opposite 
meanings (bad/good) 
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In this analysis of 
synonymy, also 

super/sub-ordinate 
relationships are 

included: 
 



44 

We refer to hyponymy, when a 
cohesive relationship is established 
between a general (superordinate) 

concept and a specific 
(subordinate) concept. 

 For example, “trees” and “oak, 
pine, elm” etc.  
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We refer to meronymy, when a 
cohesive relationship is established 

between a concept and its parts. 
 For example, “tree” and “trunk, 

branch, leaf” etc. 
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The final form of lexical cohesion 
is COLLOCATION, which is the 

tendency of certain lexical items 
to co-occur: 

 
- to make a cup of tea; 

- to do your homework; 
- counterfeit money; 

 



 
 - strong tea instead of powerful tea 

 
BUT 

 
- powerful computers instead of  

strong computers! 

47 
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TO SUM UP: 

Cohesion and coherence 
are not two 

interchangeable terms. 
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COHERENCE is what makes a text 
semantically meaningful. 

It is achieved through syntactical 
features (such as the use of deixis, 

anaphoric and cataphoric elements) 
or through a logical tense structure, 

as well as presuppositions and 
implications connected to general 

world knowledge.  
 



EXAMPLE OF ANAPHORIC REFERENCE: 

 

The scientific study of memory began in the 
early 1870s when a German philosopher, 
Hermann Ebbinghaus, came up with the 
revolutionary idea that memory could be 

studied experimentally. In doing so he broke 
away from a 2000-year-old tradition that firmly 

assigned the study of memory to the 
philosopher rather than to the scientist. 
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EXAMPLE OF CATAPHORIC REFERENCE: 

 
The scientific study of memory began in the early 
1870s when he came up with the revolutionary 

idea that memory could be studied 
experimentally. In doing so, the German 

philosopher, Hermann Ebbinghaus, broke away 
from a 2000-year-old tradition that firmly 

assigned the study of memory to the philosopher 
rather than to the scientist. 
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So, the strict definition of 
anaphora includes only 
references to preceding 

utterances, while a cataphoric 
reference refers to something 
within a text that has not yet 

been identified. 
52 
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The purely linguistic and 
grammatical elements that 
make a text coherent are 

subsumed under the term 
COHESION. 
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Cohesive devices can be 
distinguished in “grammatical 
devices” and “lexical devices”. 

The former refer to the 
structural content, while the 
latter refer to the language 

content of the text.  
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The following categories of cohesive 
devices in texts have been formulated by 

Halliday and Hasan: 
 

- reference; 
- ellipsis and substitution; 

- conjunction; 
- lexical cohesion 
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PUNCTUATION 
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The sentence and the 
full stop 

The full stop is the most important 
punctuation mark. It shows the end 

of the sentence. The English 
language also uses capital letters at 

the beginning of new sentences. 
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The first schools in what is now British 

Columbia were established by the Hudson's 
Bay Company in about 1853 on Vancouver 

Island. The present public school system 

originated with the Public School Act of 1872. 
Education is free and compulsory for children 

ages 7 to 15. Schools are funded by the 

provincial government and local property 

taxes.  
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The comma 
The comma is the most 

important punctuation mark 
after the full stop. Its main use 

is for separating parts of 
sentences. Commas function in 

five main ways: 
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1. Before or after adverbial clauses and 
groups. 

2. Before various connectives to join two 
independent clauses. 

3. To separate some non-defining phrases 
from the rest of the sentence. 

4. To separate words, groups and clauses in 
a series. 

5. To separate adjectives that separately 
modify the same noun. 
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1. Before or after 
adverbial clauses 

and phrases 
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- Recently, the number of service 

enterprises in wealthier free-market 
economies has grown rapidly. 

 
 

- Subsequently, the aircraft 

underwent numerous design changes 
before it was incorporated into the 
Type 4 jet aircraft.  



63 

- To visit his brother, 

 he drove through the night. 
 
 

- After dinner, he walked 
around the town. 
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- Although it might seem highly 
unlikely, there are considerable 
similarities between the male and 
female body. 

 
 

- Similar feelings influenced 
middle-class shareholders and 
directors, too. 
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- When the activity of our kidneys is 
considered, a bed-time drink does not 
waken us by filling our bladders during 
the night. 

 
 

- Some businesses only seek to earn 
enough to cover their operating costs, 
however. 
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- Because stocks are generally 
negotiable, stockholders have the right 
to assign or transfer their shares to 
another individual. 

 
- After the war, the United States Army 
occupied Japan and ordered the 
dismantling of Mitsubishi and other 
Japanese conglomerates. 
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- If we work at night and sleep during 
the daytime, we have difficulty in 
adjusting our habits. 

 
- The patient's perception of his 
environment and his response to it is 
likely to be grossly reduced, since he 
might be unconscious or paralysed, for 
example. 
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2. Before various 
connectives to join two 

independent clauses 
 

(and, but, or, so nor, for yet) 
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- What we require is a National 
Emergency Government, but no two 
men I meet can agree how this can be 

formed. 
 
 

- The house needed painting, and the 
roof needed repairing. 
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- Lord Knollys was not particularly 
pleased with these proposals, 
nor were other members of the 

Cabinet. 
 
 

- A loose stretch would wrinkle too 
easily with successive washes, 
or might even wrinkle on a damp day. 
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- There was no Canadian Consulate in 
Paris at that time, so we had to go to 
the American Consulate for ours. 

 
- It was clearly not an all-party 
government, yet it was something 
more than a mere Conservative 
front. 
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- These experiments led to theories 
about how development was 
controlled in terms of cell and 
tissue properties, but it was very 
difficult to link these theories with 
gene action.  
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3. To separate 
certain phrases 
from the rest of 

the sentence 
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- Malaria, once a widespread disease, 
is now under control. 

 
 

- Day-to-day television, in its 
regularity and its availability, seems 
regulated by repetition and 
modulated by acceptable difference. 
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 - Mr Clinton, the then-President, 
said that he would give his full 
support to the proposal. 

 
- The Conservatives, who had 
gained more votes than Labour in 
the 1929 general election, were 
only the second largest party. 
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- The chairman, getting to his feet, 
began to describe his plans. 

 
- The opposition parties, however, 
were unwilling to accept any 
programme of economies which did 
not involve a cut in the standard rate of 
benefit. 
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- A nap after lunch, on the other hand, 
will help you to feel less tired on the 

evening. 
 

- In the United States, for example, 
many people buy and sell goods and 
services as their primary occupations. 
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- The prestige of the Prime Minister, Ramsay 

MacDonald, gave it an influence far greater 
than its mere numbers would have 

warranted. 
 

- Some of the top clubs, who had never liked 

the system, were worried about the growing 
tendency of the very best professionals to 
leave the country to play in Italy and 
elsewhere. 
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4. To separate 
words, phrases and 
clauses in a series 
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- Many U.S. firms attempt to tap 
emerging markets by pursuing business 
in China, India, Latin America, and 
Russia and other Eastern European 

countries. 
 

- Life-support machines are no 
different in principle from medicines, 
surgery, or other treatment.  
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- A policeman has to be able to work at 
night, at weekends and on holidays. 

 
- The industrial power generator, 
electronics, and appliance 
manufacturer Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation purchased media 
production company CBS Inc.  



82 

- Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
manufactures a large variety of 
industrial products and machinery, 
including ships, steel products, 
power plants, transportation 
systems, printing presses, aircraft, 
guided missiles, torpedoes, and 
air-conditioning and refrigeration 
systems.  
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5. To separate 
adjectives that 

separately modify 
the same noun. 
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- Critics praise the novel's 
unaffected, unadorned style. 

 
 

- He walked with long, slow, 
steady, deliberate strides.  
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- It was conceived of by all 
those who participated in it as 
a temporary, emergency 
government.  
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Common mistakes 
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A comma cannot 
separate subject from 

predicate. 
The following sentences 

are not possible: 
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*A man of his great abilities, 
would always be successful. 

 
 

*The number of service 
enterprises in wealthier free-
market economies, has grown 
rapidly.  
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*Only occupants of the deep 
oceans or the darkest recesses 
of caves, will escape such 
rhythmic influences. 

 
*Experience indicates that, 
these rhythms do not result 
wholly from our life-style.  
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A comma cannot be used 
to join grammatically 
separate sentences. 

The following sentences 
are not possible: 
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*London is a very 
cosmopolitan city, there are 
people from many cultures 
living there. 

 
*Learning a new language is 
like learning to swim, it takes a 
lot of practice.  
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*Students in Higher Education 
face many problems, for 
example, they have to cope 
with a new culture.  
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Colon 
Colons are used to add 

extra information after a 

clause. 

This can be divided into 

three main categories: 
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1) Lists 
 

A colon can introduce 
a list. 
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- We need three kinds of support: 

economic, moral and political. 
 

- The Labour government found itself 

under pressure from three directions: 

from the left wing, from the TUC, and 
from Sir Oswald Mosley and his 
supporters.  
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2) Explanations 
 

A colon can be used 
before an explanation. 
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- We decided not to go on 

holiday: we had too little 

money. 
 

- It was something very rarely 
seen in Britain, or in other 

democracies: an emergency 

government.  
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- It was conceived of by all 
those who participated in it as 
a temporary, emergency 
government, formed for a 

single limited purpose: to 

balance the budget through 
drastic economies and 
increases in taxation. 
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3) Quotations 
 

A colon is used before a 
quotation when the 

quotation is independent 
of the structure of the 

main sentence. 
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- Miele (1993, p. 276) found 

the following: “The placebo 

effect ... disappeared when 
behaviors were studied in 
this manner”.  
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Semi-Colon 
 

Semi-Colons have two 
main uses in academic 

writing: 
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1) To separate closely-related 
sentences 

 
A semi-colon can be used to 

separate two sentences which 
could be written as independent 

sentences but are very closely 
related in meaning. 



103 

- A thorough and detailed 
biography of Arthur Henderson is 

also badly needed; the recent 

short studies by F. M. Leventhal 
and Chris Wrigley add little in so 
far as the events of 1931 are 
concerned. 
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- Clearly, as the concentration 
of P rises, so will the 
proportion of enzyme 

molecules to which P is bound; 
hence the rate of conversion of 
S to A, and thence to P, will fall. 
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In both cases a full stop 
would be acceptable. A 

comma would not. 
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2) Complicated Lists 
 

A semi-colon can also be used 
to separate items in lists, 

especially if the items are long 
and complicated and already 

contain commas. 
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- Labour was the largest party with 

288 MPs; the Conservatives, who 

had gained more votes than Labour 
in the 1929 general election, were, 

nevertheless, only the second 
largest party with, by 1931, 262 

MPs; and the Liberals had fifty-nine 

MPs. 
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- Latin literature continued to be 

copied by Christian aristocrats; 

classical learning survived in the 
teaching available, now in 

episcopal households rather than 

public schools; Roman art 

continued to adorn the walls of 
churches and the sides of 

sarcophagi. 


