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A brief lesson in clarity!  For a quick, fun starter, remind students how 
important it is to be clear in their explanations.  Get them to write a brief, clear 
explanation for something simple such as how to tie a shoe lace or a tie. Then 
see if their partner can follow their explanation.  

 
Mat mates.  Encourage students to make their own ‘criteria mats’, for use 
when writing.  The laminated mats provide a check list to achieve a C (or any 
other level / grade).  They could remind students to use paragraphs, topic 
sentences, start with an adverb etc. 

  

 
Make assessment objectives fun.  Ensure assessment objectives are firmly 
established in students’ minds by getting them to re-write them in a funny way 
relevant to the assessment such as in Elizabethan English, slang or in verse. 

 
Shortest story.  Give students a two sentence story.  They have to flesh out 
the story with subordinate clauses and interesting vocabulary.  Now give them 
a short section of essay analysis, and ask students to do the same.   

 
Quote card sort.  Students practise finding appropriate evidence for their 
points by matching quote cards with key point/topic sentence cards.   

 
PEE carousel.  Divide the class into groups, giving each group a different 
essay question or area of the essay.  The groups start by writing a clear, 
articulate and detailed point and pass it on.  Next, groups must add some 
relevant evidence to suit the point and pass on. Thirdly, groups write an 
explanation of how the evidence links to the point.  The final group write it all 
into a short analytical paragraph, embedding quotes (evidence). 

 
Openings.  Explore narrative hooks of good reviews or novels.  Discuss what 
makes them interesting or effective, and then encourage students to 
experiment with opening sentences in essays.  Do what you can to avoid the 
dullsville ‘In this essay, I am going to …’ opening phrase! 

 
Role swap.  Students will love the chance to step into your shoes if you write 
a weak paragraph which they then have to mark, grade and re-write.  Share 
some examples as a class as a great example of AfL. 

 
Word up.  After writing an essay, insist that students use a thesaurus to 
change at least six words. 

 
Flow charts.  Help students structure and organise their essays by getting 
them to create a big flow chart of key points, adding relevant quotations in a 
different colour. 
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Keep it brief.  Many students are daunted by the prospect of a long essay.  
Initially, insist they keep it short and ‘sweet’ – quality rather than quantity.  Tell 
students to write a mini essay in no more than 200 words. 

 
Expert essays.   Collect feature articles or editorials on topical subjects from 
popular newspapers.  Share top band grade criteria with students.  They then 
find evidence from the essays to prove that they are top band (or not!).   

 
Exemplars.  Use exemplar essays to demonstrate what good essay writing 
looks like.  Use level or grade criteria to show how the work is graded.  Can 
students improve the exemplar to the next level? 

 
Double bubble.  Use a double bubble map to help students draw links 
between texts or characters in a comparative essay.  You could even get them 
writing on a large sheet of paper in groups with half the group writing points for 
one side, the other half writing those for the other text and then swapping with 
another group who write links in the middle.  

 
Take your pick.  For persuasive and discursive essays, have a variety of 
interesting possible topics for students to choose from.  If they’re writing about 
something they’re passionate about, they’re far more likely to produce 
informed, engaged writing. 

 
Post-it planning.  To generate and sequence ideas, get students to put key 
quotes and points on a Post-it note and stick these on the board.  They can 
then easily be moved, discarded or linked to create a sense of order. 

 
Cloze modelling.  Hand out a model essay with quotations missing.  Students 
have to select an apt quotation to fit the analysis.   

 
Top tips.  Ask older students to advise your younger classes how to write a 
strong essay by coming up with their top ten tips.  You could even film this and 
the planning process, which can then be shown to other year groups. 

 
Connectives bingo!  To encourage students to remember to use a range of 
connectives in their essays, they should draw a table of eight boxes and write 
a connective of their choice in each, crossing them off if you call it out. First 
one to get all eight shouts ‘Bingo’!   

 
Writing frames.  Provide a prompt sheet which helps students to structure an 
essay.  Give topic sentences per paragraph.  Add more bullet point guidance 
for less able students. 

 
 


