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Assignment 501 Developing teaching, learning and assessment in education 

and training 

 

 
Task A Report 750-100 

 

Relating to Your own area of specialism write a report in which you: 

a) analyse the application of pedagogical principles 

b) analyse ways in which minimum core elements can be demonstrated in 

planning, delivering and assessing inclusive teaching and learning 

c) evaluate the effectiveness of the use of creative and innovative approaches 

d) explain how own practice in planning inclusive teaching and learning has 

taken account of theories, principles and models of learning, communication 

and assessment 
 

Introduction 
This report will analyse the application of pedagogical principle to ESOL practise. It 

will start by discussing andragogical and pedagogical principles. The report also 

applies the theories of Vygotsky and Jean Piaget to English teaching methods. 

The report concludes with references to the first part of the report and suggests 

some strategies for planning inclusive teaching and learning. 

 
 

1. Pedagogical principles 

 
This report will analyse two pedagogical principles: 

 Andragogy 

 Pedagogy 
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The table below offers a comparison of the assumptions of pedagogy (teaching 

children) and andragogy (teaching adults). The comparison is made using five key 

elements of the learning process, as identified by Malcolm Knowles. (Knowles, 1980) 
 

Pedagogy Andragogy 

Concept of the Learner dependent Self-directed 

Role of Learner’s Experience Of little worth A rich resource for learning 

Readiness to learn According to the age When a need to learn occurs 
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Orientation to Learning Learning not related to current 

context 

Contextualised learning 

Motivation to Learn Behaviourist approach Humanist approach 

Tale adapted from (Neary, 2002) 
 

 
Andragogy suggests that it is an ideal method of learning for adults. Learners are 

characterised as autonomous and self-directed. As discussed previously, 

constructivists (e.g. Jean Piaget) point out to individual differences in learners. 

Andragogy may not initially be suited to all cultures. Learners’ experiences may 

sometimes inhibit learning when a teacher uses andragogical principles. Some 

learners prefer authoritarian, teacher-centred environment. 

According to behaviourism, learning is the result of stimulus from the environment. 

From a behaviourist perspective, learning is ‘imitation, practice, reinforcement and 

habit formation.’ (Lightbown, 2006) In ESOL context, this means that learners should 

practise repetitive tasks, such as drilling, in order to acquire a second language. 

Vygotsky describes a constructivist theory called ‘the Zone of proximal development’ 

(ZPD) ZPD is ‘the difference between the level of solved tasks that can be performed 

with adult guidance and help and the level of independently solved tasks’ Vygotsky 

in (Daniels, 1996). Utilizing this concept, literacy is acquired from more skilled and 

experienced learning partners in our environment. Learners can be encouraged to 

engage in co-operative learning. This integrates the principle that the best learning 

occurs when students are actively engaged in the learning process and working in 

collaboration with other students to accomplish a shared goal. 

 

2. Minimum core elements 
It is important to help learners improve their English and Maths as well as their 

personal skills, knowledge and understanding. This will enable them to operate 
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confidently, effectively and independently in life and at work and hopefully increase 

their career aspirations. The skills can be summarised as: 

English: 
 

 Speaking and listening 
 

 Reading 
 

 Writing 
 

Maths: 
 

 Representing numbers 
 

 Analysing numbers 
 

 Interpreting numbers 
 

ICT: 
 

 Using ICT 
 

 Finding and selecting information 
 

 Developing, presenting and communicating information 
 

A teacher can demonstrate minimum core elements by engaging learners with 

phones, IWB, computers or even rulers. A teacher can plan activities in which 

learners’ functional skills can be applied to and assessed in real-life, practical 

situations. An example could be ESOL learners learning new vocabulary in the 

context of shopping. Learners will develop new vocabulary as well as practise 

measuring, counting and estimating. Following instructions will develop learners’ 

literacy. 

 

3. Creative and innovative approaches 
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According to Petty, creative activities are fun and increase the learners’ sense of self-

worth. (Petty, 2014). He also states that creative skills are vital in any subject 

discipline. Creativity aids teachers in developing learners’ thought processes, i.e.: 

creative problem solving, meaningful application of knowledge and skills in self-

expression. According to Petty, creativity is not a gift or a talent, but a teachable skill. 

(Petty, 2014).  

One of innovative and creative approaches to teaching, learning and assessment is 

the use of new technology. The use of new technology has a great impact on learner 

engagement, motivation and success in literacy, ESOL and language teaching and 

learning. Digital literacy and digital skills are essential to modern life success. iPads 

and apps provide unique approaches to meeting the teachers’ and learners’ needs. 

The use of various apps leads to creativity and innovation in presenting content, 

knowledge and ideas. It helps learners stay on-task during individual work. Various 

interactive functions of the apps encourage greater learner engagement and 

encourage experimentation. 

The author endeavors to think and behave imaginatively in a purposeful way which is 

linked to the objectives of the lesson. This was achieved through ‘thinking outside of 

the box’ and taking risks in devising a pilot Digital parenting program. This program 

uses innovative resources and tackles unconventional topics such as: sexting, 

revenge porn, cyberbullying or online grooming. The author uses a lot of kinesthetic, 

artistic activities by planning for learners to devise a poster for a particular topic, for 

example.  

The author is also utilizing a variety of graphic organizers, i.e. a fish bone graphic 

organizer, double bubble or Venn diagrams for comparing or KWHL diagram (know, 
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want to learn, how, learn). Graphic organizers are very effective because they 

organize content graphically. This is very helpful for dyslexic or very right-brain 

learners’ (Petty, 2014) 

Teaching falls into three phases, each requiring appropriate methods. (Geoff Petty, 

n.d.) These stages are: 

 Present 

 Apply 

 Review 

Petty suggests a number of creative and innovative teaching, learning and 

assessment methods in his publication, ’25 Ways For Teaching without Talking’ 

(htt18) Some of the methods for presenting new information to ESOL learners or 

assessing their leaning include snowballing, role-play or assertive questioning. Other 

creative, co-operative learning methods included in the author’s lessons are peer 

explaining, where each learner explains their topic to the other who asks questions 

until they understand. 

 

4. Theories, principles and models of learning, communication and 

assessment 
ESOL learners migrated to the UK from various countries of origin and have unique 

previous learning experiences. Some learners may suffer from anxiety at the thought 

of making the slightest mistake. A teacher’s primary concern should therefore be the 

learning environment. A teacher should strive to create an inclusive and safe 

environment. It may also be difficult for some learners to talk about their personal 

experiences so applying andragogical principles may seem challenging at first. 

However a teacher should also challenge the learners’ assumptions and encourage 
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them to participate in all learner centred activates. A teacher can also encourage the 

learners by placing the learning in their individual contexts. This can be achieved by 

catering for a range of learning preferences, abilities and styles. Below is Kolb’s 

experiential cycle: 
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It is very important for a learner to know what his/her learning style is – this will help 

them take ownership of and manage their learning. Kolb’s experiential cycle focuses 

on experiential learning, widely used in ESOL. 

I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I understand. 

(Confucius) 

Activating learners’ prior schemata, cumulative teaching and using the learners’ 

context will aid learners’ memory and language acquisition. 

 

 
Conclusion 
There is a number of various theories in teaching, learning and assessment available 

to teachers in developing their practise. CPD can constantly update the teachers’ 

practical skills as well as theoretical knowledge. This will enable teachers to plan for 

new strategies to develop inclusive teaching, learning and assessment. Learners can 

then benefit from engaging in a greater variety of teaching and learning experiences. 
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